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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Phi Kappa Phi chapter initiates students, Gracki 
Ninety-six undergraduates, four graduate stu-
dents, and one distinguished member were 
initiated into Grand Valley's chapter of Phi 
Kappa Phi during a March 13 ceremony in the 
Cook-DeWitt Center. 
The announcement naming John Gracki, inter-
im provost and vice president for Academic 
Affairs, as a distinguished member surprised 
him, according to chapter secretary Mary 
Seeger. Gracki was the ceremony's scheduled 
speaker. 
During her introduction, Seeger, dean of 
Academic Resources and Special Programs, 
said Gracki 's membership "was much 
deserved, if 40 years overdue." Gracki gradu-
ated summa cum laude with a bachelor's 
degree from the University of Detroit and a 
doctorate from Brown University. Seeger 
highlighted his longstanding support and 
encouragement of academic excellence at 
GVSU. 
The chapter also awarded book prizes to 21 
first-year students with 4.0 grade point 
averages, and 
presented a 
check to senior 
Ebony Parker, 
nominee for a 
national Phi 
Kappa Phi 
Fellowship. 
The primary 
objective of Phi 
Kappa Phi is to 
recognize and 
encourage 
superior schol-
arship in all 
academic 
disciplines. 
Invitations are 
extended to jun-
iors in the top 5 
percent of their 
class, seniors in 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
John Gracki, right, receives a distinguished membership into Phi Kappa Phi. 
At the podium is Lee Lebbin, library director, and seated is Mary Seeger, dean 
of Academic Resources and Special Programs. 
the top 10 percent, and a small number of 
graduate students. 
The honor society was founded in 1897 and 
chartered at Grand Valley in 1980. 
-------------------------•••--------------------------
Across Campus 
Women's basketball coach 
resigns 
Claudette Charney, Grand 
Valley 's head women's bas-
ketball coach, has resigned. 
Charney completed her 
seventh year as head coach at 
GVSU, guiding the Lakers to 
a 13-13 overall mark and a 
7-11 GLIAC record. 
"Grand Valley State 
Claudette 
Charney 
University would like to thank Coach Charney 
for her contributions to the women's basket-
ball program," said Athletics Director Tim 
Selgo. "We wish her all the best in her future 
endeavors." 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
During her tenure, Charney guided the Lakers 
to a record of 102-89, including two trips to 
the NCAA tournament (1998, 1999). 
Selgo said a national search for Charney's 
replacement will begin immediately. 
OSH students 
earn scholarships 
Four students majoring in occupational safety 
and health were awarded Michigan Safety 
Conference Memorial Scholarships at the 
organization's April conference. 
Tim Fedewa, Jessica Herrst, Jeff Schmitt, and 
Megan Stewart will be awarded scholarships 
totaling more than $12,000 for the 2002-03 
academic year. Eric Van Fleet, professor of 
health professions, said six scholarships are 
awarded each year and five institutions are 
eligible. 
IT Department seeks 
feedback on services 
Faculty and staff members are encouraged to 
complete a survey created by the Information 
Technology Department. 
The annual Computer Services Survey is 
available on the department 's Web site, 
http://www.gvsu.edu/it, under "IT News." 
Susan Korzinek, director of Information 
Technology, said the survey asks questions 
about computer services, seminars, telecom-
munications, audio/visual, and needs for the 
future. 
continued on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
VanElst wins national championship 
in weight throw 
Senior Jason VanElst claimed Grand Valley 's first track and field national 
championship in the 35-pound weight throw at the NCAA Division II 
meet in Boston. VanElst was in third place entering his final throw of the 
competition when he unleashed a toss of 65 feet-9.5 inches. 
"What an outstanding accomplishment for Jason in his senior year," said 
third-year head coach Jerry Baltes. "Jason is such a competitor and he 
knew he had a big throw left. He stepped up when it counted the most." 
Ben Hirdes also earned All-America honors with his fourth-place finish 
in the pole vault (16 feet-4.75 inches). As a team, Grand Valley's men 
finished 12th with 15 points. 
The Laker women tallied their best fini sh at the indoor national 
championships, finishing ninth during the two-day event with 17 points. 
Five individuals earned All-America honors and the 4x400 relay team 
finished sixth to earn All-America status. 
Fourteen members of the Grand Valley track and field team traveled 
to Boston for the NCAA Division II Indoor Championships. Head coach 
Jerry Baltes is at far left. 
leis Charles earned two All-America honors with fifth-place finishes in 
the long jump (19 feet-6 inches) and the 60-meter dash (7.59 seconds). 
Lindsey Mills finished seventh in the 5000-meter run (17:31.13) , and 
Christy Tedrow fini shed seventh in the 400-meter dash (56.39). Krista 
O'Dell turned in an eighth-place finish in the mile (4:55.21). Becky 
Myers rounded out the GVSU All-Americans with an eighth-place fini sh 
in the weight throw (54 feet-4 inches). 
--------------------------•••--------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Laurence Blose, associate professor of 
finance , presented a paper he co-authored, 
titled "The Impact of New Drug Approvals on 
Stock Returns ," at the National Conference of 
the American Society of Business and 
Behavioral Sciences. 
Kurt Bullock, visiting assistant professor of 
writing, presented a paper, titled "Reading the 
Writerly: The Comfort of Narrative Fissures in 
Mary Lavin's ' In the Middle of the Fields,"' at 
the 20th Century Literature Conference, held at 
the University of Louisville. He also chaired a 
conference session on Irish literature. 
Jason Crouthamel, visiting assistant professor 
of history, wrote an article, titled "War Neurosis 
Versus Savings Psychosis: Working Class 
Politics and Psychological Trauma in Weimar, 
Germany," which will be published in the April 
issue of the Journal of Contemporary History. 
Pat Parker, law librarian at the Steelcase 
Library, has been appointed to the planning 
committee for the Warren Reynolds Library, a 
new library to honor the former TV 
personality, which wi ll be part of the Warren 
Reynolds Information Center at the new St. 
Mary's Cancer Center. 
In the news 
Peimin Ni , associate professor of philosophy, 
and Stephen Rowe, professor of philosophy, 
were interviewed by WOOD-TV 8, Grand 
Rapids Press, On the Town and The Paper, 
about their exhibition, "Action of Non-Action: 
East and West Calligraphy and Verse," at the 
GVSU Art Gallery. 
--------------------------•••--------------------------
FORUM 
Volume 26, Number 31 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o 
forum@gvs u.edu. Telephone: 6 16-895-222 1. 
Fax : 616-895-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submiss ion form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form.html. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirma-
tive action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's daily online 
publication , on the Web at: 
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
What's Ahead 
Technology Fair will highlight 
teaching practices 
From using PDAs in clinical education to editing stu-
dent papers electronically, examples of technology in 
the classroom will be displayed during a fac ulty fair. 
The Teaching and Learning with Technology Fair 
will be Wednesday, March 20, from 1-4 p.m. in 1163 
Mackinac Hall. Sponsored by the Educational 
Technology Department and Pew Faculty Teaching 
and Learning Center, participants in the fair will 
demonstrate how they have integrated technology 
into their teaching and learning practices. 
Presenters, their departments, and exhibit titles 
include the following: 
• David Austin, mathematics and statistics, 
"Mathematical Explorations in Java." 
• Deborah Bambini and Joy Washburn, nursing, 
"Making the Grade: Technology and Games to 
Promote Active Leaming in the Classroom." 
• Diane Clark Hollums, education, "Using Web-
Based Technology to Increase Communication, 
Reduce Isolation and Build a Supportive Learning 
Community for Students in a Field-Based Capstone 
Course." 
• Richard Cooley, history, "Using Multimedia in 
the Classroom." 
• Ann Marie Eligon, physics, "Workshop Physics 
with Health Science Applications." 
• Ron Garrett and Jon Marvel, engineering, "Use 
of Blackboard for Online Quizzes as Pre-Lecture 
Preparation." 
• Sean Lancaster, education, "Reviewing and 
Editing Student Papers Electronically." 
• Deanna Morse, communications, "Move-Click-
Move" (animation and experimental film shorts). 
• Ron Postma, education, "Basics of Blackboard." 
• Kim Roberts, communications, "Teaching a 
Concept Using Interactive CD-ROM Teaching 
Modules." 
• Maureen Ryan, nursing, "Using the Seven 
Principles of Good Teaching Practice in a Web-
Based Course." 
• Sue Swartzlander, English; Anthony Travis and 
Steven Tripp, history, "Using the Internet to Help 
continued on page 3 
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• Susan Symington, physician assistant studies, "The Use of PDAs in 
Clinical Education." 
had work in scores of exhibitions throughout the region and is included in 
permanent collections at the Detroit Institute of Arts and the Muskegon 
Museum of Art, among others. Commissioned works on permanent dis-
play at GVSU include the 40-foot-wide "Formation" in Henry Hall, made 
in 1996 from earth dug in the construction of the science complex, and 
the 16 feet by 7 feet porcelain mural "Wind Over the Lake" (2000) in the 
De Vos Center. 
• Xandra Xu and Richard Paschke, psychology, "Videotape of Sheep 
Brain Dissection and Biopsychology Website," and "CD-ROM on Human 
Brain Anatomy and Videotape of Human Brain Dissection." 
For more information, call Glenna Decker at x2598 or Kim Kenward at 
x2131. 
Dow executive to speak about 
'powers of chemistry' 
Longtime ceramics professor 
lauded in second DeVos Art Lecture 
Dow Chemical Company President and Chief Executive Officer Michael 
D. Parker will speak at GVSU on the topic "Seeking Sustainability through 
the Power of Chemistry" in the second lecture in the Ott Lecture Series. 
The De Vos Art Lecture Series presents its 
second lecture by welcoming a distinguished 
artist and longtime Grand Valley faculty 
member to the stage. 
Daleene Menning, professor of art and design, 
will present an overview of her two loves, 
teaching and ceramics, in her presentation, "A 
Career in Clay: Looking Back on 30 years at 
Grand Valley." The event is scheduled for 
Wednesday, March 20, at the Loosemore 
Auditorium in the De Vos Center. An 
introductory reception featuring the GVSU 
Daleene Menning 
Parker's lecture will touch on the benefits that chemistry brings to the 
world, the need to re-ignite excitement about the potential of chemistry, 
as well as the responsibility to manage the power of chemistry in a 
sustainable way. 
The lecture will be Thursday, March 21, at 7:30 p.m. in the Alumni House. 
Parker has served in a wide variety of assignments in research, manufac-
turing, and the commercial area since he began his Dow career in 1968. 
String Quartet concert canceled 
Student Jazz Ensemble will begin at 5 p.m., with Menning's lecture at 
5:30 p.m. A wine and cheese reception will follow at 6:30 p.m. The 
lecture is free; however, due to space limitations, reservations are 
required. Call x2564. 
The Arts at Noon performance by the Perugino String Quartet scheduled 
for Tuesday, March 19, has been canceled. The next Arts at Noon 
performance, on Tuesday, March 26, will feature the Core Ensemble 
presenting the music-theater work "Tres Vidas," based on the lives of 
three Latin-American women. Menning began her career at Grand Valley in 1973. Since then she has 
Benefits Bulletin 
Human Resources details 
likely changes 
to medical plans 
Over the last two months, Human Resources 
representatives have met with the Faculty 
Salary and Budget, and Administrative 
Professional Salary and Benefits committees to 
provide an overview of Grand Valley's medical 
plan costs and a projection of future costs. 
Both committees were asked to be part of the 
process to help address this problem. In January, 
a Forum article informed faculty and staff 
members of potential medical plan changes. 
University employees have been encouraged to 
provide suggestions and input on their medical 
coverage, below are some comments: 
• Continue to offer flexibility and choice; 
• Charge higher co-pays in lieu of reducing 
benefits; 
• Increase the amount of payroll deductions, 
and maintain excellent coverage; 
• Keep GVSU competitive with other state 
universities and local employers; 
• Maintain a high level of benefit coverage 
for catastrophic illness; 
• Be conscience of different family situa-
tions and lifestyle choices; 
• Increase cost/co-pays in a manner that 
reflects where cost increases are occurring; 
• Consider the impact of taxable income as 
costs and co-pays are increased; 
• Provide resources for salary increases and 
••• 
other initiatives; 
• Review medical and prescription drug cov-
erage for retirees. 
Currently, the university pays 97 percent of the 
annual cost for its four medical plans. With pro-
jected increases in health care and technology, 
university leaders have said they cannot contin-
ue this level of coverage. Changes to the 
medical plan benefit, including more cost 
sharing, will likely become necessary. 
Proposed are fo ur major areas of likely medical 
plan modifications. 
Out-of-Network Benefit 
Using PPOM providers (doctors, hospitals, 
labs, etc.) saved the university approximately 
34 percent of billed charges in 2001. To main-
tain the option of using out-of-network 
providers, Grand Valley would need to increase 
the co-pay for that flexibility. Most employers 
do not offer this expensive option to choose 
out-of-network providers. Therefore, higher 
percentage co-pays, deductibles , and out-of-
pocket maximums are viable options. 
Prescription Drug Benefit 
Prescription drug costs have risen from $1.1 
million to $1.6 million in just two years, due 
largely to advancements in medicine, direct 
marketing, and the number of drugs approved 
by the FDA. Approximately 66 percent of 
prescriptions are filled with name-brand drugs. 
Many of these prescriptions are filled with a 
high cost, name-brand drug when another less 
expensive name-brand alternative drug exists, 
called "formulary name brand drugs." A three-
tier co-pay structure incorporating formulary 
drugs (generic/formulary/name brand) and 
higher co-pays in general are viable options. 
Level of Benefit Coverage 
The university needs to offer competitive benefits 
for recruitment and retention purposes. The cur-
rent benefit level is high compared to many other 
state universities and local employers. Grand 
Valley's current co-pays for office and emer-
gency room visits have not changed in nine 
years. Maintaining this high level of benefit cov-
erage does not adequately position the university 
favorably for future increases in costs. An 
increase in co-pays, a change to the percentage 
level of benefit paid, an up-front deductible, and 
an annual out-of-pocket maximum are viable 
options. 
Payroll Contributions 
Applying payroll contributions helps offset and 
spread the total cost of medical care among 
participants. This is an area where other state 
universities and local employers have targeted 
in dealing with increases in medical care. 
Grand Valley's current payroll contribution 
structure does not adequately reflect the cost of 
the four medical plans offered or the increases 
in plan costs. An increase in payroll contribu-
tions is almost certain. 
Comments about these proposed changes can 
be directed to Mary Warner, Human Resources 
benefits manager, at x2220. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through Fri., Mar. 22 
Gallery Hours: "Tjukurrpa: Aboriginal Art of 
the Dreaming." An exhibition of more than 
60 paintings and related artifacts presented 
as a joint effort of the Public Museum of 
Grand Rapids and GVSU Art Gallery. Art 
Gallery, PAC. For more information call 
x2564. 
Mon., Mar. 18 
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.: TIAA-CREF individual 
counseling appointments. 116 LMH. For 
an appointment call 1-800-842-2044. 
8:30 a.m.-4:50 p.m.: Women and Gender 
Studies Festival 2002. "Gender and 
Activism" panel discussions . KC, Grand 
River Room. Call x2325 for information. 
10 a.m. -3 p.m.: Career Services Fair. Health 
Career Day. FH. Call x3311 for informa-
tion. 
3-4 p.m.: Student Panel sponsored by the 
Women 's Center and Academic Resource 
Center. "Addressing the Needs of Today's 
Adult Returning Female Students." KC, 
Cabins ABC. For more information call 
x2748 . 
Tues., Mar. 19 
8 a.m.-3:45 p.m.: Women and Gender Studies 
Festival 2002. "Gender and Activism" 
panel discussions. KC, Grand River Room. 
Call x2325 for information. 
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.: TIAA-CREF individual 
counseling appointments. 145 LMH. For 
an appointment call 1-800-842-2044. 
4 p.m.: Women and Gender Studies Festival 
2002. Keynote address,"Manifesta: Young 
Women, Feminism and the Future" with 
Jennifer Baumgardner and Amy Richards . 
Followed by Maxine Swanson and Barbara 
Jordan awards ceremony. CDC Auditorium. 
Call x2325 for more information. 
Wed., Mar. 20 
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.: TIAA-CREF individual 
counseling appointments. 145 LMH. For 
an appointment call 1-800-842-2044. 
10 a.m.: International Studies Lecture Series. 
"Art and Artifact: Reading Cultural 
Iconotexts." ASH, Social Sciences confer-
ence room. For more information call 
x3898. 
2-3 p.m.: Counseling and Career 
Development Center Workshop. "Exam 
Cram." 204 STU. Call x3266 for more 
information. 
5:30 p.m. : De Vos Art Lecture Series. "A 
Career in Clay: Looking Back on 30 Years 
at Grand Valley," with Daleene Menning. 
Reception follows. Loosemore 
Auditorium, Pew Grand Rapids Campus. 
Reservations requested. Call x2564. 
5:30 p.m.: Women's Center sponsors 
"Phenomenal Woman Program," students 
recognize outstanding women in their 
lives. KC, Grand River Room. For more 
information call x2748. 
Thurs., Mar. 21 
8 a.m.-3 p.m.: Van Andel Global Trade Center 
Workshop. "Building Foreign 
Representation." EC, Room 215 , Pew 
Grand Rapids Campus. For more informa-
tion call x68 l l. 
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.: TIAA-CREF individual 
counseling appointments. 499C De Vos 
Center. For an appointment call 1-800-
842-2044. 
7:30 p.m.: Ott Lecture Series. Presentation by 
Michael Parker, Dow Chemical executive. 
AH. 
8 p.m. : Music Department Concert. "The Old 
Vienna Comedy Project - Show No. 2. 
Ariadne auf Naxos." Sherman Van 
Solkema Recital Hall, PAC. For more 
information call x3484. 
Fri., Mar. 22-Sat., Mar. 23 
7:30 p.m. : Student Directors Series. Features 
plays acted, directed, and designed by 
theater students. LAT, PAC. For tickets or 
more information call x2300. 
Sat., Mar. 23 
8 a.m.: Michigan Science Olympiad Regional 
Tournament, sponsored by the Regional 
Math and Science Center. FH. For more 
information call x2267. 
Sun., Mar. 24 
2 p.m.: Student Directors Series Matinee. 
Features plays acted, directed, and 
designed by theater students. Katherine 
Mayberry will direct "Antigone." LAT, 
PAC. For tickets call x2300. 
3 p.m.: Guest Artist Series. Caroline Helton, 
soprano, and Timothy Cheek, piano. 
Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall, PAC. 
For more information call x3484. 
VENTS 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: (616) 895-3800 
Game times subject to change. 
Mon., Mar. 18 
1:30 p.m.: Men's Tennis. Grand Rapids 
Community College at Grand Valley. 
Tues., Mar. 19 
3 p.m.: Softball at Alma College, Alma. 
Wed., Mar. 20 
3 p.m.: Softball at Olivet College, Olivet. 
Thurs., Mar. 21 
3 p.m.: Softball. Calvin College at Grand 
Valley. 
Fri., Mar. 22 
3 p.m.: Men 's Tennis . Northwood University 
at Grand Valley. 
Sat., Mar. 23 
10 a.m. : Men 's Tennis. Wayne State 
University at Grand Valley. 
12 noon: Track and Field at Northwood Dual , 
Midland. 
1 p.m.: Baseball. Oakland City University at 
Grand Valley. 
1 p.m.: Softball at Spring Arbor University, 
Spring Arbor. 
All day: Men's Golf at NCAA Regional 
Qualifier, Lexington, Kentucky. 
Sun., Mar. 24 
10 a.m.: Men's Tennis. Hillsdale College at 
Grand Valley. 
12 noon: Baseball. Oakland City University 
at Grand Valley. 
All day: Men's Golf at NCAA Regional 
Qualifier, Lexington, Kentucky. 
••• 
